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were countermanded due to deaths of some of the candidates after nomination but 

before the day of elections.  

Seven political parties, the Botswana Congress Party (BCP), the Botswana Democratic 

Party (BDP), the Botswana Movement for Democracy (BMD), the Botswana Patriotic 

Front (BPF), the Botswana Republican Party (BRP), the Real Alternatives Party (RAP), 

and the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) contested the National Assembly and 

Local Government elections. Moreover, twenty-six (26) and Two Hundred and thirty-

three (233) Independent Candidates contested the National Assembly and Local 

Government elections, respectively. The opposition coalition UDC won 36 out of the 

61 seats in the National Assembly. The BCP won 15 seats, the BPF 5, the BDP 4 and 

1 seat was won by an Independent Candidate. The BMD, BRP and RAP did not win a 

seat.   

Consistent with the country’s established democratic practice, the elections were 

peaceful despite media speculations that suggested they were likely to be marred by 

violence. The elections were assessed positively by both local and international 

observers, who publicly declared that they were free, fair, peaceful, transparent, 

credible and conducted in accordance with the national laws of the Republic of 

Botswana. 
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