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Independent Electoral Commission
Private Bag 00284
Gaborone

Hon. Minister Moeti Caesar Mohwasa
Ministry for State President
Office of the President

Private Bag 001
Gaborone

Dear Honourable Minister,

2024 GENERAL ELECTIONS REPORT

Honourable Minister, a report on the 2024 General Elections is hereby submitted to
your esteemed office in accordance with Section 65 A (13) of the Constitution of
Botswana. The 2024 General Elections were held on Wednesday the 30" October
2024. This occurred after the dissolution of Parliament on the 51" September, 2024
and issuance of a Writ of Election on the same day by His Excellency the President of
the Republic, directing for National Assembly elections to take place in all the Sixty-

one (61) constituencies.

On the same day, the Honourable Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development issued an Election Instrument, in accordance with Section 154 (2) of the
Electoral Act, for Local Government elections to be conducted in all the Six hundred
and nine (609) Polling Districts. Nominations for Presidential candidates were held on
the 28t September 2024, whilst nominations for both National Assembly and Local

Government candidates were held on the 4t October 2024.

This report comprehensively presents the activities and processes that were
undertaken by the Independent Electoral Commission to deliver free, fair, credible
and transparent General Elections. The report also covers the results of the 2024
General Elections, as well as achievements, challenges encountered and lessons learnt

during the elections.



Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Hon. Justice Barnabas Nyamadzabo Mr. Jeff Siamisang
CHAIRMAN, IEC SECRETARY, IEC
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Context

Section 1 of the Constitution of the Republic of Botswana declares Botswana as a
sovereign Republic. The import of this is that the government in Botswana is formed
according to the choice of the citizens, through an organised method. This declares
elections central to the country's governance system, through which citizens who are
eligible to vote can hold the government accountable every five years, consistent with

its established democratic practice.

The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) is the authority that manages elections
at the national and local government levels. The creation and configuration of the IEC
is prescribed in terms of Section 65 A of the Constitution of Botswana, which makes it
a critical structure owing to the role it plays in the country's democratic process. It
was established following persistent misgivings in certain quarters over the
independence of the structures that managed elections prior to the IEC, namely the
Permanent Secretary to the President, and the Office of the Supervisor of Elections,

respectively.

Consequently, the IEC was created as part of an effort to build trust in electoral
management, enhance the country's democratisation process and to align it with
international norms and standards. This was critical because it has been proven that
the nature and structure of an electoral body had a positive effect on its integrity. To
this extent, the establishment of the IEC in the current formation enhanced its
credibility. For the sake of clarity, Section 65A (12) of the Constitution of Botswana

prescribes the duties of the IEC as follows:

a. To manage and oversee elections of the members of the National Assembly

and Local Authorities, and supervise a referendum;

b. To give instructions and guidance to the Secretary to the IEC in terms of the

electoral law;

c. To see to it that elections are managed competently, correctly, freely and

impartially;

d. To execute additional functions as may be set down by an Act of Parliament.



The IEC is supported by the Secretary to the Independent Electoral Commission (SIEC)
who is the Accounting Officer of the Election Management Body (EMB). SIEC is
appointed by the President in accordance with Section 66 of the Constitution of
Botswana. His functions as outlined in Section 66 of the Constitution, and Sections 3
and 5 of the Electoral Act include;

- To ensure general supervision over the voter registration exercise and

conduct of the elections.

- To issue to election officers and registration officers such instructions as he
may deem necessary to ensure effective execution of the provisions of the

Electoral Act.

- To divide constituencies into polling districts and establish polling stations

following delimitation of constituencies.

In Botswana, the Electoral Cycle runs for five (5) years, and therefore, the period from
2019 through 2024 represents an Electoral Cycle. The 13t Electoral Cycle delivered
the 2024 General Elections, and these were the 6% elections organized by the IEC,

since its creation in 1997.

Undoubtedly, the IEC has been bestowed with an onerous mandate that requires the
electoral authority to enjoy the trust of all critical stakeholders for it to discharge its
responsibilities without any hindrance. Despite persistent doubts over its
independence, the IEC has successfully managed six general elections since its
creation. The 2024 general elections were historic and consequential, as they marked
a change of government that ended 58 years of the Botswana Democratic Party's
(BDP) rule. The elections were won by the opposition coalition Umbrella for
Democratic Change (UDC) and in turn the country registered a seamless transfer of
power, thus offering lessons to other countries in the region and beyond. This peaceful
transfer of power affirmed the country's democratic trajectory, attracting approval

both locally and internationally.



1.2 Electoral System

In Botswana, the government is elected by using the First Past the Post (FPTP) voting
system, a system that the country has sustained since its pre-independence elections
in 1965. This electoral system is used to determine the election outcome for National
Assembly and Local Authorities. The National Assembly and Local Government

Elections are conducted concurrently in Botswana.

Following the decisions of Parliament and the 2022 Delimitation Commission that
altered the number of elected seats in the National Assembly and constituency
boundaries, respectively, the number of constituencies contested for during the 2024
General Elections increased to 61, up from 57 in 2019, and each constituency returned
one elected member to the National Assembly. At the Local Government level, the
2023 Demarcation Committees established by the SIEC in accordance with Section 5
of the Electoral Act increased polling districts to 609, up from 490 during the 2019

General Elections. Each polling district returned a councilor.

1.3 Strategic Imperative

Consistent with its Vision, the IEC develops a Strategic Plan at the end of every 5-year
Electoral Cycle for the period leading to the next elections. The Strategic Plan was
crafted and defined to ensure that all the critical elements required to deliver the
Electoral Cycle were adequately attended to. The Strategic Plan was meant to drive
capacity building, optimise business processes, improve resource management, and
ultimately enhance voter participation, and service delivery. Evidently, the
Implementation of the 2020-2025 Strategic Plan facilitated the delivery of the 2024

general elections.

2.0 LEGAL FRAMEWORK

The IEC is a product of a particular environment and therefore it does not operate in
a vacuum. It requires an enabling legal framework for it to effectively and efficiently
deliver on its mandate. Thus, it is a permanent legal entity which is a creation of the
Constitution of Botswana — demonstrating its importance to the country's governance

process. Therefore, the IEC discharges its mandate in accordance with a number of



laws that define its parameters, and these include among others the Constitution of
Botswana, the Presidential Elections (Supplementary Provisions) Act, the Electoral Act,
the Local Government Act and Referendum Act.

2.1 Constitution of Botswana
This is the primary legislation that is the foundation of all laws that govern elections

and associated activities. The Constitution, among others, provides for;
a. Election, and qualification for election as President

b. The composition of Parliament, and the National Assembly and defines tenure
of office for its members and disqualifications thereof;

c. Establishment of the electoral commission and its key responsibilities;

d. Appointment of the Secretary to the electoral commission, who is the

administrative head of the Commission;
e. The Franchise.

2.2 Presidential Elections (Supplementary Provisions) Act

This Act among others governs the nomination of presidential candidates,
appointment of authenticating officers, authentication of support papers, declaration
of candidates validly nominated, inspection of homination and support papers, choice

of colour and symbol, and associated penalties.

2.3 Electoral Act

The Electoral Act is a critical legislation that integrates laws associated with elections
of the National Assembly and Local Government, qualifications and registration of
voters, management of elections, and other purposes connected to elections, including

election petitions, and proscribed practices and associated offences and penalties.

2.4 Local Government Act
This Act governs the composition of local authorities, qualifications for membership of
local authorities, tenure of office of members, vacation of seats and the process

involved in filling vacancies in local authorities, among others.



2.5 Referendum Act
This Act provides for the process involved in holding a referendum, prohibited

practices and how a referendum petition is presented in case it arises.

3.0 PRE-ELECTION PHASE

The pre-election phase is the period that precedes the election period. In the main,
this is the preparatory phase or period of an election that chronicles all the activities
that took place immediately before the election period. It entails planning in
preparation for an election, training of officials and relevant stakeholders, information
sharing with voters and key stakeholders, and registration of voters, among others.
This is a critical phase of an Electoral Cycle that requires intense coordination to ensure

a successful election.

The successful completion of the 2022 National Housing and Population Census
prompted a number of key electoral activities during the pre-election phase being
Delimitation Exercise, Demarcation Exercise and establishment of polling stations and

subsequently Voter Registration Exercise and its associated activities.

3.1 Delimitation of Constituencies

On 13" May 2022, the Delimitation Commission was appointed in accordance with
Section 64 (1) and (2) of the Constitution of Botswana, and it successfully delivered
its report to His Excellency the President of the Republic of Botswana on the 8%
February 2023. The Delimitation Commission altered constituency boundaries and
increased the number of constituencies from 57 to 61. The said Commission
immediately stood dissolved in terms of Section 65(8) of the Constitution after it
submitted its report. The completion of the delimitation exercise in turn prompted the

demarcation of polling districts and creation of polling stations.

3.2 Demarcation of Polling Districts and Establishment of Polling Stations

Section 5(1) of the Electoral Act empowers the Secretary to the IEC to establish polling
districts and polling stations. Following submission of the Delimitation Report in
February 2023, the Secretary to the IEC successfully proceeded to fulfill this mandate.

This exercise entailed the establishment of forty-four Demarcation Committees



throughout the country that consisted of nine members. As per Botswana's democratic
culture, the process involved wide consultations throughout the country using
established structures, especially the Kgot/a, a highly revered structure that is
considered non-partisan. The exercise generated 609 polling districts from the 490
that were in place, while 2808 polling stations were created locally and 52 in the
diaspora, compared to 2260 local and 36 diaspora polling stations that were in
existence. The committees arrived at their decision based on a number of factors, and
these included: population density, population quota, means of communication,
geographic features, human settlements patterns, constituency boundaries and

natural community of interest.

3.3 Civic and Voter Education

The conjectural literature and indeed democratic practice have affirmed that civic and
voter education is a fundamental constituent to achieve a legitimate, sustained and
stable democracy. This calls for a need to comprehensively educate the citizenry on
their rights and civic duties and the conditions under which elections are conducted
as well as the set of rules and regulations that govern elections. Undoubtedly,
comprehensive civic and voter education is central as it accords the voter the freedom
to make critical and informed decisions when exercising their democratic right to vote.

In Botswana, civic education is not the mandate of the IEC.

3.3.1 Civic Education

As civic education fell outside the mandate of the IEC, it was conducted by a number
of key stakeholders, such as political parties, civil society organisations and the media.
The IEC commends these stakeholders for utilising their limited resources to undertake
this critical aspect in the electoral process. However, the IEC feels strongly that for
civic education to be deliberate and well-coordinated, it should be part of the statutory
mandate of the IEC provided for in the Electoral Act. It is imperative that these aspects

are scaled up and properly coordinated to ensure a robust democracy.

3.3.2 Voter Education
Voter Education is the cornerstone of participatory democracy as it plays a critical role
towards enhanced and active participation of the electorate in the electoral process.

In recognition of the importance of voter education in an electoral process, the IEC

10



engaged extensively with a wide spectrum of stakeholders throughout the Electoral
Cycle.

Voter education was guided by the phase of the Electoral Cycle, and the message was
packaged around key activities associated with a particular phase of the Electoral
Cycle. The IEC conducted voter education through its thirty-one outstations, in a bid
to inform and educate voters on both the electoral and voting processes. The most
frequently used forum in conducting voter education that targeted the general public
were Kgot/a meetings. Furthermore, workshops and activities were conducted that
targeted the Youth, Women, Faith Sector, People with Disability and Community
Leadership to ensure that tailored voter education reached the intended audience. In
addition, voter education materials such as posters, pamphlets and booklets (including
picture books, voting instructions for the visually impaired) were used to aid in bringing

out the message on the 2024 elections.

Picture 1: SIEC schedule of meetings
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A substantial number of stakeholder interactions and sensitisation meetings were
conducted by the SIEC which covered all the districts. The SIEC also engaged
extensively and comprehensively with local authorities, community leadership and the

electorate in general to ensure that all were prepared accordingly for the elections.
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The transmission of voter education was also enhanced through the use of the

following medium of communication:

3.3.3 Television

Two television channels of YTV, a private television station, and Botswana Television
(BTV) which is a state-owned broadcaster, were utilised to advance voter education.
Interviews and infographics were conducted and presented through these mediums
to deliver key messages during prime time.

3.3.4 Radio

Radio remains an effective source of information and medium of communication. All
commercial radio stations and stated-owned radio stations were engaged at various
intervals to communicate key electoral messages throughout the Electoral Cycle. The
messages were communicated through interviews, jingles, adverts and songs

composed around a specific electoral activity.

3.3.5 Newspapers
Newspaper advertisements and comic strips were utilised to attract the attention of
the public on key electoral activities. The IEC targeted all local newspapers to reach

out to a wide spectrum of readership.

3.3.6 Posters and Pamphlets
Activation plans were developed by all the IEC District Offices where posters and

pamphlets were printed and used to enhance publicity.
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Picture 2: General Voter Registration Activation Publicity
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3.3.7 IEC Toll-Free Number
¢=» 0800 600 710

The IEC operates a toll-free number where the public can call and make enquiries on
any election related matters. The toll-free number provides an opportunity for the
public to get real-time answers as they were directed to the relevant department

where an officer was readily available to assist.

3.3.8 Social Media

The IEC Facebook page and Twitter Handle proved impactful and useful on
information sharing as was shown by an increase on their engagement by the general
public especially during two critical periods in the Electoral Cycle: the voter registration
(5% January to 31t May 2024) and the election periods (28™" September to 4t
November 2024). Content and Post Views stood at 800 000 and 1 800 000 during
voter registration exercise and the Election periods, respectively. This was further
enhanced by the use of infographics to convey specific targeted key messages. The
social media platforms also provided real time responses to the public on their
enquiries. These platforms were monitored on a weekly basis. The IEC's Facebook
page followers stood at 96, 546 of which 47% were male and 53.2% were female.

The youth represented 76% of the commission’s followers.
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Picture 3: Infographics
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3.3.9 Billboards

The use of static and digital billboards provided an opportunity to enhance publicity
and visibility over a prolonged period. A combination of static and digital billboards
was placed in strategic locations spread out throughout the country to intensify
publicity for both the Voter Registration exercise and 2024 General Elections. These
billboards were leased for a period of up to a month from private suppliers while a

few are owned by the IEC.

Picture 4: General Voter Registration Billboard
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3.3.10 Salary Advice Slips

Civil Servants comprise a substantial number of the electorate and it was imperative

that a deliberate effort be made to educate and inform them on the electoral process.
In recognition of this, advertising of the dates of the voter registration exercise was
done through their Salary Advice Slips in collaboration with the Accountant General in

the Ministry of Finance.
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3.4 Stakeholder Engagements

Stakeholder collaboration and engagement are of paramount importance during an
Electoral Cycle to ensure a successful election that is considered credible and
legitimate. In line with this, the IEC made physical interaction with stakeholders a
priority. Collaborative efforts were also undertaken with other key players in the
democratic and elections space. These collaborations assisted the Election
Management Body to reach out to a wider stakeholder community and supported the

work of the IEC to deliver credible and legitimate 2024 General Elections.

3.4.1 Botswana Association of the Deaf

The Botswana Association of the Deaf is a non-governmental and charitable
organisation that exists to for advocate, empower and promote the interests of Deaf
population in Botswana. Universal suffrage is extended to all eligible citizens including
marginalised groups and People with disabilities. In ensuring that no citizen was
disenfranchised, the IEC comprehensively interacted with the Botswana Association of
the Deaf through a stakeholder Engagement Workshop. The aim of the workshop was
to educate and sensitise them on the electoral processes so that they were not left

out.

3.4.2 Youth Involvement

The youth form a substantial percentage of Botswana'’s population. It was critical that
the IEC made youth participation in the electoral process a priority. As part of its
efforts to embrace the youth, the IEC implemented two flagship programmes targeted
at enhancing youth participation, Democracy Youth Clubs and Youth Ambassador
programme, which were evaluated in 2023. These informed and guided the activities

that were developed in engaging the youth in the build-up to 2024 elections.

3.4.3 Political Parties

Political Parties are primary stakeholders that require constant engagement
throughout the Electoral Cycle in order to build trust in the EMB and the electoral
process. A lack of trust in the electoral process may lead to uncertainty. The IEC
engaged political parties on a continuous basis at the district level through the Party
Liaison Committees (PLC) and workshops. Each political party had two representatives

in PLC. The IEC also offered regular updates on electoral activities to political parties
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at the national level through the All-Party Conference that was convened by the

Minister for State President.

3.4.4 Botswana Police Service

The role of security in elections was critical in the delivery of credible elections. There
were several workshops held for Police Officers aimed at equipping and sensitising
them on their obligations during elections. These workshops targeted officers at all
levels, from senior to junior officers. The Botswana Police Service proved to be a

valuable partner to deliver a peaceful 2024 General Elections.

3.4.5 The Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) Botswana

MISA Botswana has also proved to be an invaluable partner during the 13™ Electoral
Cycle. The IEC in partnership with MISA Botswana held six workshops ahead of the
2024 General Elections aimed at enhancing journalists” knowledge on the electoral
processes. The workshops also involved media literacy for politicians, civil society,
traditional leaders and special groupings such as youth and women organisations. The
workshops were held in different locations in the central and southern regions of the

country, with most participants being youth.

Picture 5: MISA Botswana/IEC Workshop Participants
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3.4.6 Democracy W orks Foundation (DW F)

Cross Party Training of Trainers’ workshops on Poll watching and understanding the
context, key terms and polling process in Botswana was conducted in collaboration
with DWF targeting all registered political parties. The DWF is a Southern African non-
profit organization focused on democracy development in the region with

headquarters in South Africa.

3.4.7 Botswana Communication Regulatory Authority (BOCRA)

A Workshop on Enhancing Election coverage and reporting skills for broadcast
journalists, podcasters and media practitioners was conducted in partnership with
BOCRA. The workshop was attended by broadcasters and representatives of political

parties.

3.4.8 Departments of Information and Broadcasting Services

A series of training workshops that focused on election coverage were held in
partnership with the Departments of Information, and Broadcasting Services, for
reporters (print, television and radio), photographers, camera persons, messenger
reporters, editors, producers, anchors and other technical staff. The two Departments
are at the core of information sharing and broadcasting services in the country, that

have wide coverage across the country.

3.5 Voter Registration and Associated Activities

3.5.1 Voters' Registration

Voter Registration exercise was conducted under the tagline “Towards 2024 and
Beyond...Register to Vote” (English version) and “A Reyeng 2024..Ikwadise o
Tlhophe” (Setswana Version).

Picture 6: Voter Registration Taglines
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Activities tailored to start off the General Voter Registration (GVR) exercise were
characterised by specific events such as debates, composition of GVR songs by local
choirs, and erection of billboards across constituencies bearing customised registration
messages including printing and distribution of GVR merchandise (T-shirts, caps, hats,
pens). These were conducted in September 2023, ahead of the registration exercise.

Based on a population of 2 346 179 (2022 official census), projections showed that 1
715 656 Batswana were eligible to register to vote. In turn, the Commission set itself
a target of people to register to vote at 1 300 000 (about 80%) in the 2024 General

Elections.

The General Voters' registration exercise was initially scheduled to run from 15t to 30t
November 2023 but the IEC decided to postpone it to allow a Court case registered
by the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) to be ventilated. Eventually, the
Commission set the date for General Voter Registration from 5% January 2024 to 3

February 2024 in all designated polling stations locally and in the diaspora.

Subsequently, the First Supplementary Voter Registration to cater for those who had
not been registered during the General Voter Registration exercise was done from the
26" February to 15%" March 2024. The second and last Supplementary voter
registration took place from the 20t to the 315t May 2024.

3.5.2 Voters’ Roll Inspection

A Voters Roll is a compilation of lists of people registered to vote in a particular
election. A Voters Roll inspection is a central aspect of an electoral process. Section
16 (1) of the Electoral Act requires every existing roll to be open for inspection by the
public for free. In accordance with the Electoral Act, the inspection of the General
Voter Registration roll was initially set from the 22" April to the 2" June 2024.
However, the IEC changed the roll inspection date from the 10" May 2024 to the 20t
June 2024 to address concerns raised by political parties regarding the General Roll
that had initially omitted voters residential addresses, which would make it difficult to

raise an objection regarding a voter’s registration.

The First Supplementary Voter Registration roll inspection ran for twenty-one (21)

days from the 30™ May to the 19t June 2024, while the second Supplementary voter
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Registration roll inspection also took place for twenty-one (21) days from the 5% July
to the 25% July 2024.

All the queries that emanated from the roll inspection were attended to as and when
they were brought to the attention of the IEC. Some of the issues raised related to
missing or nonexistent plot numbers, incorrect village names, and voters validly

registered but omitted from the roll.

3.5.3 Voter Registration Objections

Section 18 of the Electoral Act provides for objections to be raised in connection with
registered voters. An objection may be raised by any person whose name is included
in a roll for any constituency he has registered in and may be against any other name
appearing for the constituency or in any other existing roll relating to that
constituency. Objections raised can either be upheld or dismissed by the courts or
withdrawn by the objector. A total of 206 objections were registered with the
Magistrate Courts for various reasons. Out of the registered objections, 43 were
upheld, 28 dismissed and 135 withdrawn. Voter trafficking remains one of the reasons

why objections were raised against some registered voters.

3.5.4 Certification of Rolls

The SIEC is empowered to certify the voters roll in terms of Section 15 of the Electoral
Act. In line with this, the General Voter Registration, First Supplementary Voter
Registration and the Second Supplementary Registration rolls were certified on 14t
August 2024.

At the time registration rolls were amalgamated and certified, the total number of
voters recorded in the national registration (general registration, first supplementary
and second supplementary registration), and disaggregated by gender were as
presented in Figure 1 below. Females made 54% of those registered while the
percentage of males stood at 46%, which was consistent with the country’s

demographics.
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Figure 1: Voter Registration by Gender
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Figure 2 below presents the total number of voters registered in the diaspora and
disaggregated by gender. As with the national registration, the number of females

registered in the diaspora exceeds that of males.

Figure 2: Diaspora Voter Registration
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Botswana has a young population yet apathetic. The IEC had targeted to register 1
300 000 (about 80%) of those eligible. Despite its efforts to intensify its voter
education, overall, the IEC recorded 1 038 275 voters (1 036 243 national and 2 032
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Diaspora) for the 2024 General Elections. This was 80% of the target. Out of this, 845

318 or 81.4% of them voted in the General Elections.

Figure 3 below represents national registration of voters disaggregated by age groups.
Compared to the 2019 General Elections aggregated voter registration by age
category, Figure 3 shows that there has been an increase in voter registration by age
groups for the 2024 General Elections, save for the 26-35 age category. This suggests
a positive impact of the IEC’s voter education programmes.

Figure 3: Registered Voters by Age Category
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3.5.5 Transfer of Registration
The certification of rolls paved the way for the commencement of applications for
transfer of registration by voters in accordance with Section 25 of the Electoral Act.

This exercise continued until the dissolution of Parliament on the 5™ September 2024.

Only persons whose principal residence changed after registering as voters are
allowed to make an application for transfer of registration. IEC District Offices were
inundated with applications for transfers from registered voters. There was a total of
4482 transfers out of which 60 were external and 4422 were local.
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3.6 Recruitment and Training of Election Staff

3.6.1 Registration Officers

The recruitment of Registration officers was done from civil servants, retired officers
and out-of-school youths. The SIEC constituted a total of twenty-nine (29) recruitment
committees around the country to undertake the recruitment exercise. The
committees were composed of Local Authorities and the IEC personnel within the
district and all of them were trained for standardization before the recruitment exercise
was conducted. Advertisements targeting both retired officers and youth were placed
in the media, whilst serving civil servants were selected by their superiors to assist in

the registration exercise.

3.6.2 Poll Staff

The recruitment and training of poll staff proceeded as planned to ensure a smooth
and stable electoral process. Poll staff were drawn from the central government, local
authorities, retired civil servants and unemployed youth. A total of thirty-two thousand
four hundred and forty-nine (32 449) were recruited as poll staff. These served in
various capacities such as Returning Officers, Assistant Returning Officers, Presiding
Officers, Polling Officers, Tallying Officers, Tent Attendants, and Tent Caretakers.

3.7 Election Preparations

3.7.1 Logistics

A timely procurement and distribution of non-sensitive election material forms a critical
aspect of preparations for elections. The IEC ensured that adequate material was
procured to facilitate the smooth conduct of the 2024 General Elections (See Table 1).
Tents, lights and water containers were used for polling stations located in places
where there were no established structures.

Table 1: Materials issued to IEC Outstations During 2024 General Elections

Item Total Number Issued

Marque Tents 1296
Lights (Cadac & Solar Lamps) 3624
Water containers 1289
Ballot Boxes 5712
Polling Booths 5712
Electronic device/gadget Receptacles 2856
Ballot paper Receptacle 3657
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3.7.2 Printing of Voter Registration Books

The printing of voter registration books follows immediately after the demarcation of
polling districts and establishment of polling stations because they are area specific.
After all the 609 polling districts were demarcated and 2808 polling stations
established locally, the IEC ensured that voter registration books were printed and

delivered in sufficient quantities to all the 61 constituencies on time.

3.7.3 Transport

The preparation for and conduct of the General Elections requires mobilisation of
transport resources to ensure the supply, retrieval of election materials and effective
execution of the exercise. During the 2024 General Elections, road, air and water were
utilised based on the type of terrain in the constituencies. Consequently, vehicles,
aircrafts and boats were sourced for purposes of conducting the elections. The vehicles
were utilised across the country while aircrafts and boats were used in the northern

regions of the country where there were no roads, or the roads were in bad condition.

Owing to the magnitude of the exercise, many vehicles were required which the IEC
could not raise from its fleet. The IEC has thirty-one (31) District Offices, and each
has one vehicle. This was not enough because each of the 2808 polling station
required one vehicle. Given this shortfall, the IEC engaged all government
departments directly and through the Government Fleet Management (GFM) to assist
with the provision of vehicles for use during the elections. Additionally, the SIEC
authorised poll staff to utilise their private vehicles to compliment the government

fleet.

4.0 ELECTION PHASE
This phase involves several activities such as dissolution of parliament, nomination of
candidates, printing of ballot papers, campaigns, voting and announcement of the

results.
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4.1 Dissolution of Parliament

The President of the Republic of Botswana is empowered by the Constitution to
dissolve Parliament. In a manner conforming with Section 91 (2) of the Constitution,
Parliament was dissolved on the 5% September, 2024 and in turn the President issued
a Writ of Elections that declared vacancies of Members of Parliament in all the 61
constituencies. In the same vein, the Minister of Local Government also issued an
Election Instrument that declared vacancies for Local Authorities across all the 609

polling districts.

4.2 Presidential Nominations

Botswana does not have direct Presidential Elections. A Presidential Candidate whose
party gains the majority of seats in Parliament as defined by the law becomes the
President of the Country. Despite this, Presidential nominations are held in terms of
the Presidential Elections (Supplementary Provisions) Act, on the first Saturday after
20 days had lapsed following the dissolution of Parliament. The Chief Justice acts as

the Returning Officer during Presidential Nominations.

At the conclusion of the nomination process, Presidential Candidates from four (4)
political parties namely, the Botswana Congress Party (BCP), the Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP), the Botswana Patriotic Front (BPF) and the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) were declared as validly nominated for the 2024 General Elections, as

presented in Table 2 below.

Table 2: Presidential Candidates

Political Party Name of Candidate
Botswana Congress Party Dumelang Saleshando
Botswana Democratic Party Mokgweetsi E. K. Masisi
Botswana Patriotic Front Mephato Reatile
Umbrella for Democratic Change Advocate Duma G. Boko

4.3 National Assembly Nominations

Section 35 of the Electoral Act provides for the nomination of candidates for the
National Assembly. Consistent with the Electoral Act, the IEC established sixty-one
(61) National Assembly Nomination Centres around the country to facilitate this

process. The process was conducted by Returning Officers for the Constituencies.
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4.3.1 Political Parties and Independent Candidates

At the conclusion of the nomination exercise, the BDP contested in all the 61
constituencies. It was followed by BCP, UDC, BPF, BRP, BMD and RAP at 57, 55, 45,
10, 7 and 1, respectively. There were also twenty-six (26) Independent Candidates
that were validly nominated for the National Assembly Elections. These are indicated

in Figure 4 below.

Figure 4: Number of Constituencies contested by Political Parties and

Independent Candidates
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4.4 Local Government Nominations

There were six hundred and nine (609) Local Government Nomination Centres
established around the country to facilitate the Local Government Nomination process.
In the main, the nomination process ran smoothly. However, there were instances
whereby some candidates from the same political party presented themselves at the
same nomination centre as possible candidates for the same political party and same
polling district. Their nominations were rejected by Returning Officers. Some returned
later on during the day having resolved their internal political party issues and were

validly nominated.
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4.4.1 Political Parties and Independent Candidates

The BDP was the only political party which managed to have validly nominated
candidates in all the 609 polling districts. The UDC, BCP, BPF, BRP, BMD and RAP
fielded 570, 526, 386, 73, 58 and 2 candidates, respectively. Similarly, there were two
hundred and thirty-three (233) Independent Candidates who were nominated in the

Local Government Elections. All these are indicated in Figure 5 below.

Figure 5: Number of polling districts contested by Political Parties and

Independent Candidates
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4.5 Gender Parity
Lack of gender parity remained a challenge in Botswana’s political landscape during
the 2024 General Elections. Although the country’s demographics suggest that there

are more women than men, a few women competed for political office.
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4.5.1 Gender Parity (National Assembly)

Out of two hundred and six-two 262 candidates who were nominated for
parliamentary elections, 237 were males and 25 were females. This is depicted in
Figure 6 below.

Figure 6: Parliamentary Candidates by Gender
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4.5.2 Gender Parity (Local Government)

Lack of gender parity was also evident in the Local Government Elections as the
number of women remained low when compared to men who competed for political
office. Out of two thousand four hundred and fifty-seven (2457) who contested, three
hundred and seventy-nine (379) were women while the number of males who took
part in those elections were two thousand and seventy-eight (2078), as reflected in

Figure 7 below.
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Figure 7: Local Government Candidates by Gender
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4.6 Printing of Ballot Papers
The printing of ballot papers is determined by the date nomination of candidates were
completed as they are area specific. Following completion of the nominations, the IEC

ensured that ballot papers were printed and delivered on time.

4.7 Accreditation of Election Observers

The 2024 General Elections attracted a broad array of local and international observer
groups, compared to the 2019 General Elections. In order to facilitate the work of both
local and international observers, the IEC ensured that they were accordingly
accredited. A total of one thousand two hundred and twenty-eight (1228) local
observers compared to 418 in 2019, and three hundred and six (306) international

observers compared to 83 in 2019, were accredited by the IEC.

The accreditation process did not experience any challenges and all the observers
were happy with it because unlike in the previous election years, the process was

prompt and there were no queues that could have led to unnecessary delays.
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Some election observer missions such as the SADC Election Observer Mission (SEOM),
ECF- SADC, Commonwealth and the African Centre for Governance were able to
conduct a pre-assessment tour prior to the day of the poll. However, other observer
groups arrived in time for elections and were briefed on the preparedness of the IEC
for the 2024 General Elections. Ambassadors of countries accredited to Botswana were

also briefed prior to the national poll and accredited accordingly.

4.8 Polling
4.8.1 Advance Poll

In accordance with Section 61 of the Electoral Act, voting for polling officers and police
officers on duty on the day of the elections was conducted 15 days before the date
set for the General Elections. Consequently, Advance Poll took place on the 19t
October 2024 in 61 polling stations locally.

Some challenges were encountered during the Advance Poll as some polling stations
experienced a shortage of ballot papers. As a corrective measure, the IEC ordered a

retake of Advance Poll at the affected polling stations on the 26" October 2024.

4.8.2 Diaspora Voting
Botswana introduced diaspora voting in 1999 following the 1997 referendum. Section
5(3) of the Electoral Act establishes polling stations at every Botswana Diplomatic

Mission and at any other place the IEC may deem necessary.

Diaspora Voting took place on the same day as Advance Poll. However, as was the
case with Advance Poll, the IEC ordered Diaspora Voting to be rerun in 11 Polling

Stations on the 26™ October 2024, owing to, among others, shortage of ballot papers.

4.8.3 General Poll

As reflected in Picture 7 Below, the General Poll took place on the 30t October 2024
in 61 Constituencies and 607 Polling Districts across the country, as per the Writ of
Elections and the Local Government Election Instrument, respectively. The Writ of
Elections in two polling districts of Mogapi and Lobatse Farms were countermanded
by the SIEC following the death of some candidates after conclusion of the nomination

process but before the elections were held.
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Consistent with the country’s established democratic tradition, the elections were
peaceful and both the local and international election observers described them as
having been free, fair, credible, transparent and in accordance with the laws of the

Republic of Botswana.

Picture 7: General Poll Publicity

BOTSWANA

22524

GENERAL
ELECTIONS

Vote on

30 OCTOBER 2024

Bring Voter s Registration
Card & valid Omang

Tlhopho ya gago. Lentswe la gago

&»0800 600 710 Eiec@info.bw €@)IEC Botswana &Ewww.iec.gov.bw

4.9 Counting and Announcement of Results

In accordance with the Electoral Act after the close of the poll, the Presiding Officer is

required to transmit ballot boxes to counting centres for counting of the votes cast.

Transportation of ballot boxes to counting centres went smoothly in most
constituencies, although there were isolated cases where there were attempts to block
official vehicles out of polling stations. This was done by individuals who suspected
that cheating may occur along the way, if they were not allowed to travel in the same
vehicles that transported ballot boxes. However, Returning Officers intervened, and

the process continued without any hindrance.

Counting was done in all constituencies and polling districts headquarters without any
obstacles. The counting was done in the presence of candidates and their spouses,
counting agents and election observers. As soon as the counting was completed, the

Returning Officers announced the results and returned the endorsed Writ of Elections
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to the SIEC, marking the conclusion of the process for the constituency or polling
district in accordance with the Electoral Act.

4.10 Results Centre
The results from the various counting centres were transmitted to the Results Centre
situated at IEC Headquarters to offer a regular update on the status of the results and

the election process, through an electronic election results dashboard.

4.10.1 National Assembly Elections Results

As indicated earlier, the 2024 General Elections were historic and consequential, as
they delivered a change of government that ended 58 years of the Botswana
Democratic Party's (BDP) rule. The opposition coalition Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) won 36 or 59.0% out of the 61 seats in the National Assembly. The
Botswana Congress Party (BCP) won 15 seats or 24.6%, the Botswana Patriotic Front
(BPF) 5 or 8.2%, the BDP 4 or 6.6% and 1 or 1.6% seat was won by an Independent
Candidate. This is presented in Figure 8 below.

Figure 8: Parliamentary Seats Won
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4.10.1.1 Spatial Distribution of Parliamentary Seats Across Districts
In terms of spatial distribution of Parliamentary seats across districts in Botswana, the
BDP has won seats in Kgatleng, Mogoditshane, and Moshupa districts. The UDC is

concentrated in Kgalagadi, Hukuntsi, Charleshill, Ghanzi, Mabutsane, Jwaneng, Kanye,
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Kgatleng, Gaborone, Mahalapye, Palapye, Francistown, Tonota, Boteti, Letlhakeng,

Bobirwa, North-East, Tlokweng and Lobatse districts.

Similarly, the BCP has won seats in Okavango, Chobe, North-West, Bobirwa,
Gamalete, Tutume, Mahalapye, Kgatleng, Selebi-Phikwe and North-East districts. The
BPF's seats are in Serowe, Tutume and Tonota districts, while an Independent
Candidate won a parliamentary seat in Goodhope district. All these are depicted in
Figure 9 below.

Figure 9: Spatial distribution of Parliamentary seats across districts in

Botswana

INDEPENDENT ELECTORAL
COMMISSION

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RESULTS
2024 GENERAL ELECTIONS

@ UMBRELLA FOR DEMOCRATIC CHANGE ERIE N34
ubc

% BOTSWANA CONGRESS PARTY 15 SEATS
Q BOTSWANA PATRIOTIC FRONT 5 SEATS
‘.‘ BOTSWANA DEMOCRATIC PARTY 4 SEATS

@ INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE 1 SEAT

10 FRANCISTOWN EAST 21 PALAPYE 32 KGATLENG CENTRAL 52 LOBATSE
11 FRANCISTOWN SOUTH 22 TSWAPONG NORTH 33 KCATLENG EAST 42 MOGODITSHANE EAST 53 GOODHOPE- MMATHETHE
12 FRANCISTOWN WEST 23 MAHALAPYE EAST 43 MOGODITSHANE WEST 54 KANYE EAST
24 MAHALAPYE WEST 35 GABORONE CENTRAL 44 GABANE- MANKGODI 55 KANYE WEST
36 GABORONE NORTH 45 MMOPANE- METSIMOTLHABE 56 MOSHUPA-MANYANA
26 SHOSHONG 37 GABORONE SOUTH 46 THAMAGA- KUMAKWANE 57 IWANENG-MABUTSANE
16 TONOTA 38 GABORONE BONNINGTON 47 MOLEPOLOLE SOUTH 58 KGALAGADI NORTH
NORTH 48 MOLEPOLOLE NORTH 59 KGALAGADI SOUTH
09 TATI WEST 18 MMADINARE 39. GABORONE BONNINGTON 49 LENTSWELETAU- LEPHEPHE 60 GHANZI
30 BOTETI EAST SOUTH 50 LETLHAKENG 61 CHARLESHILL
31 BOTETI WEST 40 TLOKWENG 51 TAKATOKWANE
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4.10.1.2 Aggregation of Parliamentary Seat Won by Gender

In relation to aggregation of parliamentary seats by gender, there was no shift in
terms of the number of females who won parliamentary seats in the 2024 General
elections compared to the 2019 General Elections. Only three (3) won parliamentary
seats: 2 from the UDC and 1 from the BCP as shown in Figure 10 below.

Figure 10: Aggregation of Parliamentary Seats Won by Gender
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4.10.1.3 Percentage Share of Votes per Party at National Assembly
Figure 11 represents a share of the popular votes received by political parties that
participated in the 2024 General Elections. The results demonstrate that none of the

political parties registered more than 50% of the popular vote.
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Figure 11: Percentage share of Votes per Party at National Assembly
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4.10.2 Local Government Election Results

At the local government level, there were 609 seats contested for in the 2024 General
Elections. The UDC won Three Hundred (300) seats, BDP One Hundred and Thirty
(130), BCP One Hundred and Twenty-Four (124), BPF 42, BRP 1 and Independent
Candidates obtained 12 seats. BMD and RAP did not win a seat. Figure 12 below
represents the distribution of Local Government seats won by each party and

Independent Candidates.
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Figure 12: Local Government Seats Won per Party
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4.10.2.1 Percentage Share of Votes per Party at Local Government

The percentage of votes received by each political party at the Local Government level
is as displayed in Figure 13 below. As with parliamentary results, none of the political
parties attracted more than 50% of the popular vote, suggesting a competitive
election. The UDC attracted the highest percentage of votes at the Local Government
level at 34% followed by the BDP at 32%.
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Figure 13: Percentage Share of Votes per Party at Local Government
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4.10.2.2 Local Government Seats won by Gender
Out of 609 seats competed for, women won only forty-five (45) seats while men
secured five hundred and sixty-four (564) seats. The results suggest a challenging

political environment for women. This is represented by Figure 14 below.
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Figure 14: Local Government Seats won by Gender
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4.10.2.3 Number of Administrative Districts won by Political Parties in
Botswana

Table 3 below presents a summary of administrative districts won by each political
party. Out of the Thirty-one (31) Administrative Districts, the UDC won 18 districts,
the BCP 7, the BDP 3 and BPF 2. Only one administrative district, Charleshill, did not
have a single majority winner, as the BDP and the UDC won 3 polling districts each
while the BCP won 2.

Table 3: Administrative Districts Won Per Party

Party Number of Administrative Districts

BPF 2

Total 30
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4.11 Voter Turnout

Voter turnout is a critical barometer for gauging citizens participation and trust in the
country’s democratic process. Low voter turnout may signal a lack of trust in the
political system while a higher voter turnout suggests citizens confidence in the
political system and thus identify with it.

Out of the 1 038 275 voters registered for the 2024 General Elections, 845 318
participated in the elections, and nine thousand nine hundred and five (9,905) votes
were rejected. This represents a voter turnout of 81.4%, compared to 84% in the
2019 General Elections. The voter participation rate may have decreased between the
two elections. However, it remained higher than that of all the elections held between
1965 and 2009, suggesting that the IEC's voter education had a positive impact. This
is depicted in Figure 15 below.

Figure 15: Variations in Voter Turnout 1965 — 2024
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4.12 Countermanded Notice of Poll: Lobatse Farms Polling District &
Mogapi Polling District

During preparations for the 2024 General Elections, the SIEC received satisfactory
proof of the death of nominated candidates in Mogapi and Lobatse Farms Polling
Districts in the Tswapong North and Gamalete Constituencies respectively, after the

nominations but before the taking of the poll. On receiving such proof, the SIEC
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proceeded to countermand the Notice of the Poll in those Polling Districts in

accordance with Section 47 of the Electoral Act.

The elections for the two Polling Districts were held on the 30th November, 2024. The
Mogapi Polling District was contested by four political parties, namely, the BCP, the BDP,
the BPF and the UDC. Mr Sekoba Boitumelo of the BCP won the seat with four hundred
and seventy votes (470), Mr Mooketsi Chilly Gaedupe of the BPF secured two hundred
and ninety-Six (296), Mr Motlhasedi Peter of the UDC One Hundred and fifty-eight (158)
and Mr Mokaro Batshedile of the BDP ninety-six (96).

Equally, four political parties competed in the Lobatse Farms Polling District. The seat was
won by Mr Tshotlego Lesley Lesedi of the UDC with Eighty (80) votes, Ms Bruwer Anne
Catherine of the BPF got Fourty-Eight (48) votes, Mr Thelo Raophala Kobamelo of the
BCP Forty-Five (45) and Ms Pandor Shereen of the BDP thirty-Six (36) votes.

4.13 Election Observation

Election observation has become an established instrument and practice in
democracies that is used to offer an independent assessment on the fairness and
freeness of an electoral process. It ensures that an election is conducted in accordance
with national, regional and international norms and standards. It has therefore
become a seal of approval of an electoral process that promotes the credibility of an

electoral process, and in turn the stability of a country.

Consequently, a host of local and international organizations, Embassies and High
Commissions observed the pre-election and election phases of the elections. Key
among the international observers who subsequently released statements on the
conduct of the 2024 Botswana General Elections were SADC, ECF-SADC,
Commonwealth and African Union. In the main, the elections were assessed positively
by both local and international observers. Observers declared that the elections were
free, fair, peaceful, credible, transparent and conducted in accordance with the

national laws of the Republic of Botswana.
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5.0 POST ELECTION PHASE

5.1 Election Petitions

An Election petition is the only procedure used to dispute or object to an election result
in democracies. In line with this, the electoral law in Botswana provides for election
petitions to be registered with the High Court within a period of 30 days following the

release of election results.

Unlike in the 2019 General Elections where 24 (16 Parliamentary and 8 Local
Government) election petitions were recorded, only two (2) Local Government Election
petitions were registered in the 2024 General Elections suggesting that the IEC
conducted a successful election where the majority accepted the outcome of the
elections. The two petitions were recorded in Mogatsapoo Polling District in Serowe
South constituency and Tshweneng-Ledumang Polling District in Gaborone North

constituency.

In Mogatsapoo Polling District two candidates from the same political party appeared
before a Returning Officer during nomination each one of them claiming to represent
their political party for nomination. The Returning Officer rejected both of them and
the party was not represented in the General Elections. One of them petitioned to the

Courts however, the matter was dismissed with costs.

At Tshweneng-Ledumang Polling District a candidate who lost the elections with three
votes also went to Court challenging the same results. However, she withdrew the
case before the matter was heard in Court. Accordingly, the petitions in relation to the

Local Government Elections have been successfully closed.

5.2 Expenditure
Owing to the nature and magnitude of the exercise, elections are undoubtedly a costly
undertaking that consume significant financial resources for them to be managed and

conducted efficiently.

In total five hundred and twenty-eight million two hundred thousand four hundred
and eighty-six thousand Pula (P528,200,486) was availed by the Government for the

management and conduct of the 2024 General Elections. The funds were for voter
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registration, polling and all other expenses associated with the preparations and

running of the General Elections.

All'in all, the funds were sufficient for the IEC to deliver the General Elections in 2024.
However, the IEC experienced delays in payments to both poll staff and suppliers due
to challenges relating to the Government Accounting and Budgeting System (GABS).

6.0 LESSONS LEARNT
It is important to note that in addition to having brought in a new Government, the
2024 General Elections exposed the IEC to knowledge and experiences, that will be

used to inform future actions and improve decision making in the Commission.
These include the following:

6.1 Electoral Reforms
It is critical that any amendments to electoral laws should be done well
in time. Some of the amendments to the Electoral Act such as the re-
introduction of indelible ink was done in August 2024 while the elections
were held in October of the same year. There was therefore no time to
educate the voters about the re-introduction of the indelible ink hence
some were accusing the IEC of using ordinary felt pens on the day of

the poll not knowing that those were indelible ink markers.

6.2 Stakeholder Engagement
Even though the IEC used full council meetings, Kgotla meetings and
other public fora to reach out to different stakeholders, that was
inadequate to cover everybody. Therefore, in future the IEC will come
up with innovative ways of ensuring that all stakeholders were covered
with public education continually, regularly and well in time. Covering all
stakeholders will allow them to understand the mandate of the IEC as

well as inculcate trust between the two.
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6.3 Logistics
In electoral management, it is critical that all logistical arrangements are
put in place several months before the month of the General Elections
to engender certainty and confidence in the electoral process. There
were instances where the IEC experienced shortage of some election
materials during the 2024 General Elections. This was mainly due to
internal logistical glitches that would not be allowed to recur in future.

6.4 Elections and Technology

Most EMBs around the world use technologies with the aim of improving
electoral processes. The modern-day voter, especially the youth, prefer
the use of technologies in elections to avert unnecessary delays. All
electoral processes in Botswana are manual in nature and voters are
already signaling that they prefer the use of technologies. Consequently,
electronic voter registration will be introduced as part of the preparations
for the 2029 General Elections.

6.5 Misinformation and Disinformation in Elections
The advent of social media has brought with it increased cases of
misinformation and disinformation in the electoral space. This was
common during the 2024 General Elections and there was also a lot of
deliberate distortions of facts. This is to be expected in a politically
charged environment, especially on the year of the General Elections.
Going forward, the Commission will strengthen its Communications Unit
and come up with a robust Communications Strategy to counter

elements of misinformation, disinformation and distortion of facts.

6.6 Elections, Safety and Security
The organisation and conduct of credible elections demand adherence
to principles, that in practice, promote the safety and security of both
election materials and election staff. During the preparations for the
2024 General Elections there were sporadic acts of intimidation and
threats against the leadership of the IEC. There was also an incident

whereby some elections materials were snatched and ran away with by
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an interested party. These occur even in other countries when voters
are in the mood for elections. Going forward the IEC will strengthen

security around its personnel and election materials.

7.0 CONCLUSION

The 2024 General Elections have affirmed Botswana as a stable and long-standing
democracy in Africa, which separates it from most of its peers where elections are
associated with instability. This is an unparalleled record that offers lessons to most
of its peers and beyond. The country held its general elections, the 13 in succession,
on 30 October 2024. The elections, which were the sixth to be organised by the IEC,
were historic and consequential, as they marked a change of government that ended
58 years of the Botswana Democratic Party's (BDP) rule. The elections were won by
the opposition coalition, the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC), which secured
36 seats out of 61 in the National Assembly and in turn, the country registered a
seamless transfer of power, thus offering lessons to other countries in the region and
beyond. This peaceful transfer of power affirmed the country's democratic trajectory,
attracting approval internationally. The results also affirmed that the electoral
management body was competent to conduct a successful election despite doubts

over its independence. Evidently, this is an unprecedented record in Africa.

Undoubtedly, comprehensive civic and voter education is central to realise a
legitimate, sustained and stable democracy, as it accords the voter the freedom to
make critical and informed decisions when exercising their democratic right to vote.
As civic education fell outside the mandate of the IEC, this was conducted by several
key stakeholders such as political parties, civil society organisations and the media.
The IEC commends these stakeholders for utilising their limited resources to advance
these critical aspects of the electoral process. It is imperative that these aspects are

scaled up and properly coordinated to ensure a robust democracy.

In recognition of the importance of voter education in an electoral process, the IEC
also engaged extensively with a wide spectrum of stakeholders throughout the

electoral cycle through its thirty-one (31) District Offices, in a bid to inform and
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educate voters on both the electoral and voting processes. The most frequently used
forum in conducting voter education that targeted the general public were Kgotia
meetings. Furthermore, workshops and activities were conducted that targeted the
youth, Women, the Faith Sector and community leadership to ensure that tailored
voter education reached the intended audience. In addition, voter education materials
such as posters, pamphlets and booklets (including picture books, voting instructions
for the visually impaired) were developed to aid in bringing out the message on the
2024 elections.

Based on the 2022 population census of 2 346 179, projections suggested that 1 715
656 Batswana were eligible to register to vote. In turn, the IEC set itself a target of
eligible voters at 1 300 000 (about 80%) in the 2024 General Elections. Voter
registration was initially scheduled to run from 15t to 30t November 2023 but the IEC
decided to postpone it to allow a court case registered by the Umbrella for Democratic
Change (UDC) to be concluded. The UDC wanted to observe the voter registration
exercise, but it was not successful in its bid in court for the law does not currently

allow for such a dispensation.

Eventually, the IEC set the date for General Voter Registration from 5% January 2024
to 3" February 2024 in all designated polling stations locally and in the diaspora. The
subsequent office based First Supplementary Voter Registration to cater for those who
had not been registered during the General Voter Registration occurred on 26%™
February to 15™" March 2024. The second and last Supplementary voter registration
took place on 20 to 315t May 2024. Overall, 1, 038, 275 voters were recorded.

In accordance with Section 61 of the Electoral Act, Advance Poll and Diaspora Voting
were conducted on 19t October 2024 in 61 polling stations locally. However, Advance
Poll and Diaspora Voting faced some challenges as some polling stations experienced
a shortage of ballot papers. As a corrective measure, the IEC ordered a retake of

Advance Poll and Diaspora voting at the affected polling stations on 26™" October 2024.

The General Poll took place on the 30™ October 2024 in 61 Constituencies and 607
Polling Districts across the country, as per the Writ of Elections and the Local

Government Election Instrument, respectively. The notice of poll in two polling districts
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were countermanded due to deaths of some of the candidates after nomination but

before the day of elections.

Seven political parties, the Botswana Congress Party (BCP), the Botswana Democratic
Party (BDP), the Botswana Movement for Democracy (BMD), the Botswana Patriotic
Front (BPF), the Botswana Republican Party (BRP), the Real Alternatives Party (RAP),
and the Umbrella for Democratic Change (UDC) contested the National Assembly and
Local Government elections. Moreover, twenty-six (26) and Two Hundred and thirty-
three (233) Independent Candidates contested the National Assembly and Local
Government elections, respectively. The opposition coalition UDC won 36 out of the
61 seats in the National Assembly. The BCP won 15 seats, the BPF 5, the BDP 4 and
1 seat was won by an Independent Candidate. The BMD, BRP and RAP did not win a

seat.

Consistent with the country’s established democratic practice, the elections were
peaceful despite media speculations that suggested they were likely to be marred by
violence. The elections were assessed positively by both local and international
observers, who publicly declared that they were free, fair, peaceful, transparent,
credible and conducted in accordance with the national laws of the Republic of

Botswana.
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